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Minutes of The Regular Weekly Meeting of 
Tarrant" county Water Control and Improvement 
D i s t r i c t Number One. Held i n T¥s orlice aT 
10 OH OlFffeltnVslal^ 

President A . L . Baker presided. 

There were present the f o l l o w i n g Di rec to r s : W.H. S lay , H.M. 

Hightower, L . C . Abbott. W.E.Bideker, Secretary of the Board 

was absent from the C i t y . President Baker appointed Di rec to r 

Hightower to serve as Secretary at t h i s meeting. 

There were also present S.M. Freese, Engineer for the 

D i s t r i c t , and Ireland Hampton, as Attorney f o r the D i s t r i c t , 

Messrs. 7,rm. J . Ba i l ey , and David Boaz were also present 

Thereupon, the fo l l owing proceedings were had and taken 

v i s i b l y : 

FIRST: President Baker asked that the minutes of the 

meeting of November 9th, be read. They were read. Thereupon, 

Director Slay moved, and Direc tor Abbott seconded the motion 

that the minutes as read be approved, and ordered of record: 

I t was so done. President Baker then asked the tax payers 

present to present anything that they might des i r e . Mr. Bai ley 

stated that he wished to present one matter which he believed 

important: Mr. Boaz stated that he was interested i n the same 

matter whioh Mr. Ba i l ey wished to present. Thereupon, Mr. 

B a i l e y ca l l ed a t ten t ion to the fact that the C i t y ' s new 

conduit from Lake Worth 
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would soon be complete and use of the old conduit abandoned. 

He stated that i n his opinion maintenance of the o ld conduit 

i n good condi t ion was w e l l j u s t i f i e d fo r the purpose of having 

an emergency conduit i n case of an accident to the new conduit, 

Further , that i f the old conduit were permitted to remain empty 

for any great length of time the excessive expansion and con

t r a c t i o n would very much impair the water t ightness of i t ; 

Further, that he understood the C i t y had a ten ta t ive plan to 

take up t h i s l i ne and use the pipe f o r sewers i n other loca t ions ; 

That the cost to salvage th i s pipe would wipe out much of the 

economy ant ic ipa ted ; That the pipe was good pipe, and that the 

present leaks i n i t were occasioned by f a u l t y workmanship i n 

making j o i n t s ; That p r a c t i c a l l y a l l of the faul ty pipe would be 

found wi th in 2 1/2 mi les ; That there were man-holes every 

500 fee t ; That when the conduit was empty, needed repai rs could 

be made fo r not to exceed $5,000,00; That he understood that 

there had been a tender to remedy defect ive jo in t s at a cost of 

4,000.00; That i n h is opinion th i s conduit, when re l ieved from 

C i t y duty, could be converted to duty for t h i s D i s t r i c t , and 

made to carry water f o r i r r i g a t i o n between Lake Worth and the 

C i t y L i m i t s ; That water fo r t h i s purpose could be released by 

the D i s t r i c t to Lake Worth to o f f s e t water taken from Lake 

Worth f o r i r r i g a t i o n ; That t h i s would enable the D i s t r i c t to 

develop the use of i r r i g a t i o n water qu ick ly and at small cos t . 
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Upon discuss ion "by the Board It was the sense of the Board 

that the suggestion was one of value , and that an e f f o r t 

should he made to work out an equitable plan to preserve the 

usefulness o f the old conduit as the same i s now loca ted . 

The Chai r , without formal motion, thereupon appointed-Director 

Abbott and Engineer Freese as a committee to negotiate with 

the C i t y , and to report back to the Board some p lan f o r t h i s 

use. 

SECOjjg):President Baker asked Director Abbott to report 

f o r the committee heretofore arpointed to present a plan fo r the 

r end i t i on , assessment and equal iza t ion of taxes f o r the year 

19 28. Director Abbott stated that Di rec tor Bideker had "been 

continuously out of town, but that he, together with Ireland 

Hampton, had devoted a great deal o f time to the study o f the 

law under which the l ev i e s must be made; that he would, there

fo re , fo r the sake of time, request Mr. Hampton to expla in the 

s p e c i f i c requirement of the law under which the D i s t r i c t v/as 

operat ing. 

Mr. Hampton, thereupon, stated that i n h i s opinion 

Section #33 of Chapter 25 of the Acts of the 39th Legis la ture 

re la ted only to the levy and c o l l e c t i o n of taxes to r e t i r e 

prel iminary bonds and to the expense of the operation of a 

D i s t r i c t during i t s period of inves t iga t ion ; that f i n a l plans 

f o r the construct ion of works now having been adopted and the 

voters having authorized the ^^^SsScV" of bonds to provide the 

works, did end the period of pre l iminary operation; tflat fo r 

that reason i n the year 1928 the D i s t r i c t would be governed 

i n i t s tax matters by the provis ions of Sections 54 to 74 
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both i n c l u s i v e , of said Chapter # 2 5 . Further, that as 

rendi t ions should be taken from t h i s time forward i t was 

important that the D i s t r i c t do at once appoint a Tax Assessor 

who must also be the c o l l e c t o r , as provided by Sect ion No. 54; 

that the D i s t r i c t could not appoint the County and C i ty Tax 

Assessors or Col lec to r due to the cons t i t u t i ona l i n h i b i t i o n 

against the holding of more than one o f f i c e or place of publ ic 

t rus t by the same person; that Section No. 54 provided that 

the Assessor and Co l l ec to r might discharge other du t i e s . Fur

ther , that the Assessor could be given deputies; that by t h i s 

means the D i s t r i c t Assessor and C o l l e c t o r could deputize some

one i n the County Tax Assessor 's o f f i c e to receive rendi t ions 

f o r the D i s t r i c t , and also by the same means be furnished with 

r o l l s as the same are made up f o r County or C i t y use, thereby 

e f f e c t i n g the same economy that has been heretofore e f fec ted 

by adoption of the County r o l l s and assessments; that i f t h i s 

was not promptly arranged the economy could not be e f fec ted , 

and might l a t e r occasion the D i s t r i c t heavy expenditure. 

Further, s t r e s s ing the necessi ty f o r independent assessment 

Mr. Hampton ca l l ed a t tent ion to the various provis ions i n the 

Sections above designated d i s t i n c t l y require that D i s t r i c t s 

operating under Chapter No. 25 must assess property both r e a l 

and personal at the "market and r ea l value thereof". He es

p e c i a l l y c a l l e d a t ten t ion to Sections No. 56 and No. 64. 

These provis ions are pecu l ia r to this. ac t . He stated that 

due t o the provis ions of Sect ion 59 of A r t i c l e 16 of the 

Cons t i t u t ion required that a l l taxes assessed by a D i s t r i c t 

organized under that p rov i s ion must equi tably d i s t r ibu te i t s 
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taxes . This p rov i s ion i s e spec ia l ly set out i n Sect ion No. 6 

of sa id chapter 25. As to r u r a l lands th i s v/ould require con

s ide ra t ion of the d i rec t or remote benef i t to any p a r t i c u l a r 

t r ac t of land by reason of the construct ion of the proposed 

works; that by reason of t h i s the D i s t r i c t could not fo l low 

the values f i x e d by the County i n equal iz ing taxes. Thereupon, 

Direc tor Ahbott stated that he had r e luc t an t ly reached the 

conclusion that the D i s t r i c t should at once appoint i t s own 

Tax Assessor and c o l l e c t o r , who should be charged with the 

duty of working out the poss ib le economies through co

operation with the Tax Assessors of the County and C i t y . Fur

ther , that he was of the opinion that the proper man could 

discharge the duties of Assessor, and also begin to work out 

r e c o r d , f i l i n g , and accounting systems f o r the D i s t r i c t . Fur

ther that he could ass is t the Land Department, both i n the 

f i e l d and i n the o f f i c e ; that he therefore , did not f e e l that 

there was any true economy i n delaying the appointment of the 

Assessor and c o l l e c t o r . President Eaker thereupon stated that 

he had an app l i ca t i on f o r appointment to some pos i t i on with the 

D i s t r i c t by Ed B . Cheatham; thrt Mr. Cheatham had served as 

tax Assessor end Col l ec to r f o r the C i t y ; that he had served as 

Auditor f o r the C i t y ; that h i s h i s to ry was good and h i s cap

a b i l i t i e s unquestioned; that he had hoped, however, that i t 

would not be necessary at t h i s time to incur the expense; that 

he was of the opinion that Mr. Cheatham's services could be 

procured at a cost of $2,^00.00 per year, or $200.00 per month. 

There was f u l l d iscuss ion of t h i s matter. Thereupon, Director 

Abbott made a motion that the Chair do be di rected to enter in to 

contract wi th Ed B. Cheatham fo r rend i t ion of service by him 
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as Tax Assessor and Col lec tor for the Distr ic t^ , and that 

employment should "begin on November 21st, 1927, and continue 

from month to month so long as h is service might be required 

and s a t i s f a c t o r i l y performed by Mr. Cheatham; that Mr. Cheatham's 

employment should contemplate the discharge of any and a l l 

dut ies which the D i s t r i c t might f i n d fo r him to perform, e i ther 

i n the o f f i c e or i n the f i e l d , and that the employment should i n 

no event extend beyond November 21st, 192$. Further, that the 

president do report back to the Board i n th i s matter i n order 

that there might be formal appointment of a Tax Assessor and 

C o l l e c t o r . This motion was seconded by Direc tor S lay , and 
I 

upon vote i t was unanimously ca r r i ed ; I t i s so o r d e r e d . j 

Direc tor Slay , Chairman o f the committee on Employment of 

Counsel, stated that h is committee were not ready to make 

f i n a l report; that the committee had f i r m l y agreed^o i*ooord 

the employment of Ireland Hampton as Attorney, i n accordance 

wi th the terms of h i s tender of service made by l e t t e r of 

date October 31st, 1927; that they had not f u l l y agreed upon 

the employment of other counsel. He stated that the committee 

had been delayed by the absence from the C i t y of Mr. S . L . Samuels. 

He stated that the committee had, however, reached the con

c lu s ion that Mr. Samuels should undertake the performance of 

a l l l e g a l service required by the D i s t r i c t other than that to 

be performed by Mr. Hampton, Mr. Samuels to receive as t o t a l 

compensation the sum of ^5,000.00 per year, th i s to be dependent 
sat is f ac to ry 

however, upon the a b i l i t y of Mr. Samuels to make/xacxrx arrangements 

with Mr. wm. McLean to render service to the D i s t r i c t i n the sole 

matter of t r i a l of condemnation proceedings, which might be vn-> o o o a c - V T T 4: r\ no -hr-norl hf l twef in now flnfl W m r o m ^ « - « T a+ 192,8. 
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That the committee contemplated the compensation to Mr, McLean 

must he met by Mr. Samuels out of the $5,000.00 sa lary to be 

paid to Mr. Samuels. He stated that he bel ieved upon the return 

of Mr. Samuels the whole matter could be promptly worked out, and 

the work of the Legal Department put i n d e f i n i t e form; that he 

and Mr. Abbott c a r e f u l l y considered s p l i t t i n g up the work, 

e spec i a l l y wi th reference to p lac ing the examination and cor

r ec t i on of land t i t l e s with other attorneys; that i n the opinion 

of the committee no economy was possible by so subdividing the 

work, and that such a plan would have the fur ther f a u l t of 

sca t te r ing r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . In t h i s report Director Abbott 

concurred. A f t e r d iscuss ion i t was the sense of the Board 

that the committee should at once work out f i n a l plans and 

report back to the Board i n order that the work of the D i s t r i c t 

might go forward i n a d e f i n i t e way. It was so ordered. 

THREE: Acting Secretary Hightower thereupon presented 

accounts payable by the D i s t r i c t as fo l l ows : 

1. Babcock P r i n t i n g C o . , f o r let terheads and 
envelopes fo r the D i s t r i c t 19.00 

2. Mrs. Wi l l i ams , 4 days stenographic work 

at $3.00 per day 12.00. 

The foregoing accounts were v e r i f i e d and ordered paid • 

by formal voucher. 

There being no fu r the r business presented to the Board 

the president declared adjournment, •oubjoot to o a l l . v * x ' 

-// (2% -fhjJU^ fee 
Actings Secretary. 

APPROVED: 

President . 


